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Venues – Sheila Pugh

This year saw more of our venue agreements being 
updated, as we continued to reassess the suitability 
of venues in the light of changing advice and the 
lifting of Covid restrictions. We have also secured 
two new venues, one in Shaftesbury and another in 
Child Okeford, as part of our expansion into the 
Sturminster Newton area.  Many thanks to all who 
support us in this way.

Referrals - Penny Peat

Our readers are referred to us in a variety of ways. 
We maintain contact with establishments such as 
surgeries, churches, support organisations and 
local companies who may well encounter potential 
readers. We provide them with information they 
can pass on to people who may benefit from our 
service.  For more information please email: 
referrals.regs@gmail.com

Message from the Team Leader - Murray Walker

After their determined efforts to sustain their coaching throughout the pandemic, by virtual means through 
Zoom and WhatsApp, thankfully our Read Easy coaches have been able to return to face-to-face meetings 
with their readers (27 at present). 

Yvonne, Peter, Xiaomin, Bayan and Sylwia have all graduated from our Read Easy programme in the last 12 
months. The graduation tea parties mark a real achievement for each successful reader.  Their families are 
invited.  I must thank all our volunteer coaches - we couldn’t do it without you! 

The volunteer management team has grown in strength and numbers.  It is charged with raising funds, 
notably through the skills of its treasurer, Diana West, and in raising the profile of Read Easy at events 
organised by Lydia Everitt, including a Phoenix Café Orchestra who played a fantastic performance of music 
from the 1920s and 1930s for attendees. For other Read Easy events see page 3.  All events are advertised 
on our Facebook page curated by Holly Ridout. Richard Porter (Safeguarding Champion and Data 
Protection), Sheila Pugh (Venues), Penny Peat (Referrals), Judy Phillips (Events) and Elizabeth Ingham 
(Literacy Specialist) also play essential roles.  

The retirement of Jenny Pope, who started our group in 2014, is a major change.  The success and growth of 
Read Easy in the North Blackmore Vale owes so much to her wholehearted commitment and personal 
qualities. At one time, Jenny coordinated 31 enrolled readers, the highest load for any Read Easy 
coordinator but she never flagged or complained.  

We also reluctantly say goodbye to Roz Butcher, our secretary.  We thank her for her valuable years of 
quiet, efficient service.  We welcome Roz’s successor Tracy Hannam and two new co-ordinators, Lesley 
Morrell who will cover Shaftesbury, Sturminster Newton and Marnhull areas, and Mindy Lucas who will be 
responsible for Gillingham, Mere and Wincanton areas. Judy Copp continues as co-ordinator for Sherborne. 
And hello to our new publicity organiser, Holly Ridout, who has already impressed with her enthusiasm and 
energy.
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Gillingham, Wincanton, 
Mere area

Mindy Lucas 

This year we celebrated the achievements of two 
more adults in completing our reading course and 
are currently helping twelve more, all with the 
invaluable help of a loyal band of volunteer 
reading coaches. Our year is best summarised by 
this quote from one of our graduate readers on 
completion of the course: “I wish more people 
had this opportunity to change their lives”. That is 
exactly what we are about. Changing lives for the 
better through literacy. Thank you so much to 
everyone who supports us. Our programme is 
free of charge and open to any adult over the age 
of 18 who finds reading difficult for any reason. 

Mindy 07857 159 431 bvn-
gillinghamcoordinator@readeasy.org.uk

Shaftesbury, Sturminster Newton area 
Lesley Morrell 

Both graduates from our reading programme this year continued learning successfully all throughout the 
pandemic with the help of their reading coaches and phones. With hindsight we should not have been 
surprised by this adaptability on the part of so many of our readers and coaches in all areas but it has 
brought the unexpected benefits of remote learning to the fore. We are keen to encourage all our readers 
throughout Blackmore Vale North group to have IT confidence, to read online as well as on paper, through 
the use of loan tablets.  An energetic fundraising event, a Sponsored Run on September 24th is helping 
here.  Do look at our Just Giving page.  Search for ‘Runners – Andy, Rollo, Barry and Barnaby.’  Thank you.  
We are also contributing to a remote learning project across around 80 groups in Read Easy, 
www.readeasy.org.uk and look forward to the shared value that will bring.  A challenging year ahead as we 
all know, but literacy was never more important, so - thanks to our wonderful volunteers - bring it on!

Contact: Lesley 07510 250 365 bvn-sturminstercoordinator@readeasy.org.uk

Sherborne area 
Judy Copp

It feels so good to get back to face coaching in 
Sherborne. Thanks to Tricuro and Sherborne 
Library, who have so generously allowed us to use 
their premises, six readers are making super 
progress in one-to-one weekly or twice weekly 
sessions with their coaches. A huge thank you to all 
our coaches who give up their time so generously. 
In May we celebrated a graduation at The Sheilings 
with a wonderful tea party and our new graduate 
reader is now helping others who find reading 
difficult – that’s a real success story. Reading 
coaches in all areas of our group continue to be 
supported by Literacy Specialist, Elizabeth Ingham. 
Elizabeth solves problems and introduces new 
ideas so that learning is both focussed and 
enjoyable.

Contact:  Judy 07440 745 933 bvn-
sherbornecoordinator@readeasy.org.uk

Coordinators’ Reports
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Events – Lydia Everitt and Judy Phillips 

The events we attend and run increase the awareness of the work we do. Overall, this year, we have 
managed to represent ourselves in most parts of the area we cover. Raconteurs is an event where we 
book ourselves into a supermarket for a day, settle down to read out loud to customers coming in and, 
on the way out, have an Information Pod for them to come and ask about our work. We make some very 
useful connections. We have held back on asking for donations because it seems insensitive right now, 
and some people could feel reluctant to come and speak to us. Thank you, ASDA, Gillingham; Waitrose, 
Sherborne; Morrisons, Wincanton and Lidl, Shaftesbury for hosting our events. Elsewhere – we have set 
up our stall at 2 street markets in Gillingham and Sturminster, Shaftesbury Primary School Fete; 
Gillingham Town Meadow Fete and Gillingham & Shaftesbury Show. Fund Raising Events - Seven 
Charities Plant Sale, Gillingham, May; Tabletop Sale, Mere, June; 6 monthly Quizzes hosted by Chapman 
Moore; Sponsored Run, Shaftesbury - Gillingham, September and Poems for £1 Sale, Mere, October. In 
2023 we will be making a concerted effort to be in Sturminster and Sherborne. On the outer edges of our 
area, I admit they have been less well represented.

Treasurer’s Report – Diana West 
This is our first full year after the COVID-19 pandemic, and we have been getting ourselves back to our 
normal operating mode. This included fund raising and grant applications, and we have been fortunate to 
have been successful at both. Our fundraising included raising over £600 at the Phoenix Café concert at 
Motcombe in April together with over £250 at the charity plant sale in Gillingham in May and nearly £140 
from our three Raconteur sessions during the summer. Other fundraising income came from a tabletop 
sale, provision of quizzes at Chapman Moore in Gillingham and a raffle at Shaftesbury Primary School 
fete. We claimed Gift Aid on donations, which brought in over £27, Amazon were kind enough to donate 
£11 to us in respect of sales made on their Smile website, and we won a prize from Shaftesbury Carnival 
Committee for BeVaN, our scarecrow! We also received donations from the public including, notably, 
£160 raised for the Ukraine Appeal at our Phoenix Café concert. We added Gift Aid from those people 
who were eligible and sent £200 to the Appeal. Grant applications were also successful, and in all we 
received £3263 from Gillingham, Sherborne and Shaftesbury Town Councils, the Arnold Clark Community 
Fund and the St James’s Place Foundation as well as the Paypal Giving Fund. We now have a Just Giving 
page, courtesy of Lydia Everitt, and this will be used as part of our fundraising strategy. As far as expenses 
are concerned, these continue to run at just under the amount received, as we spend all our funds on 
supporting our Coordinators, coaches and readers. Our three Coordinators now have modern mobile 
telephones instead of having to “make do” with phones which someone happened to have, and these 
should help them in their valuable work. Our thanks and appreciation go to all those organisations who 
have supported us by awarding grants and by allowing us to use their premises to run our coaching 
sessions and raise money, and to members of the public who have kindly donated funds to us. All 
members of the Management Team, Coordinators, coaches and readers play a part in raising funds and 
without them we would not be in the healthy financial situation in which we find ourselves.
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Thank you to our Read Easy Sponsors
We are grateful to the following organisations who have donated funds, facilities or services during 
2021- 2022

Phoenix Café Orchestra, Motcombe – April
Amazon Smile 
Arnold Clark Community Fund 
Asda, Gillingham 
The Balsam Centre, Wincanton 
Bell St United Church, Shaftesbury 
Chapman Moore Estate Agents 
The Dolphin Hotel, Wincanton 
Employ My Ability, Thorngrove, Gillingham 
Father’s House, Shaftesbury 
Friends of Stour Connect, Sturminster 
George Inn, Mere 
Gillingham & Shaftesbury Show 
Gillingham Community Church 
Gillingham, Mere & Shaftesbury Lions
The Grosvenor Arms, Shaftesbury 
Jean Young, Mere
Lidl, Shaftesbury 
The Libraries of Gillingham, Shaftesbury, Wincanton & Sherborne 
Mere Library
Morrison’s, Wincanton 
The National Lottery 
Rendezvous Sherborne 
RiversMeet, Gillingham 
Saxon Inn, Child Okeford 
Shaftesbury Plus
Shaftesbury Primary School 
St James’s Place Foundation 
The Emporium, Sturminster Newton 
The Shielings, Sherborne
The Old School Gallery, Yetminster
Town Councils of Gillingham, Shaftesbury and Sherborne  
Waitrose, Sherborne 
Weavers Sports & Social Club, Sherborne 
Westminster Memorial Hospital, Shaftesbury 
The White Hart, Sherborne 


